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Biome 
 

Introduction 
A biome is a large region of 

Earth that has a certain climate and 
certain types of living things. Major 
biomes include tundra, forests, 
grasslands, and deserts. 
 

The plants and animals of each 
biome have traits that help them to 
survive in their particular biome. 
Plants and animals that live within 
smaller areas of a biome also depend 
on each other for survival. These 
smaller areas are called ecosystems. 
Each biome has many ecosystems. 

 
Tundra 

The tundra biome is found in extreme 
northern regions. This biome has cold, dry 
conditions. The main plants include mosses, 
lichens, and short grasses. Arctic foxes, 
reindeer, and migrating birds are some 
common tundra animals. 

 
 
Forests 

Trees are the main plants in forest biomes. There are several different types of 
forest biome. 

 
The taiga is a conifer forest biome. 

It lies just south of the tundra biome. The 
taiga has long, cold winters and short, mild 
summers. It gets more rain than the tundra 
does, so it can support conifers. Conifers 
are trees with needles, such as spruces and 

Figure 1: There are several major biomes on Earth. A biome is a 
large region with a certain climate and certain types of living 
things. 

Figure 2: Wildflowers bloom on the tundra in the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in the state of 
Alaska. 
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firs. Lynx, gray wolves, moose, and beavers live in this biome. 
 

Deciduous forests are found mainly in the Northern Hemisphere. This biome 
has cold winters and warm summers. The trees are deciduous, meaning that they 
shed their leaves in the fall. Deer, bears, bobcats, and squirrels are common to this 
biome. 
 

Tropical rainforests lie near the Equator. This 
biome has hot, wet conditions all year long. Tall, 
tropical trees and many other plants grow there. 
Monkeys, parrots, and anaconda snakes are some of the 
many rainforest animals. 

 
 
Grasslands 

Grassland biomes are places that get enough 
rain for grasses to grow but not enough to support 
forests. Temperate grasslands have hot summers and 
cold winters. Tropical grasslands, also known as 
savannas, are hot all year long. Prairie dogs and mule 
deer live in the temperate grasslands of North 
America. Giraffes, zebras, and lions live in the 
tropical grasslands of Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 

Deserts  
Deserts are the driest biome. The largest 

desert, the Sahara, is in northern Africa. Deserts 
receive less than 10 inches (25 centimeters) of 
rain each year. Cacti and creosote bushes are 
two types of plant that can survive the dry 
conditions. Rattlesnakes, lizards, roadrunners, 
and owls are some of the animals of this biome. 
 
 
 

Figure 3: The Amazon River basin has 
the largest area of rainforest in the 
world. 

Figure 4: A boy on horseback rides through 
the steppes of Mongolia. The climate in 
these temperate grasslands of central Asia 
is less extreme than the climate of tropical 
grasslands, or savannas. 

Figure 5: Most deserts get less than 10 inches (25 
centimeters) of rain in a year. 
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