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Sacagawea 
 

Introduction 
 

Sacagawea was a member of the Shoshone Native 
American tribe. She helped Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark explore parts of the western United States from 1804 
to 1806. She traveled thousands of miles in the wilderness on 
the group’s journey to the Pacific Ocean. 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Life 
Sacagawea was born in about 1786 in what is now Idaho or Montana. When 

Sacagawea was about 10 or 12 years old, a group of Hidatsa Native Americans 
captured her. They took her to what is now North Dakota. In about 1804 
Sacagawea became the wife of a French Canadian trapper named Toussaint 
Charbonneau. 
 
Expedition 

In 1803 President Thomas Jefferson organized an 
expedition to explore the territory between the 
Missouri River and the Pacific Ocean. Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark headed the expedition. They 
arrived near what is now Bismarck, North Dakota, in 
the fall of 1804. They spent the winter among the 
Mandan tribe of Native Americans. 
 

During this time Lewis and Clark hired 
Charbonneau as a guide. Sacagawea joined the 
expedition as well. On February 11, 1805, Sacagawea 
gave birth to a baby boy, Jean-Baptiste. When the 
expedition set out on April 7, Sacagawea carried her 
infant son on her back. 
 

Figure 1: Sacagawea was 
depicted on a United States 
postage stamp in 1994. 

Figure 2: A bronze sculpture of 
Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and 
Sacagawea stands at Fort Benton, 
Montana. 
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Sacagawea identified plants for the explorers. She also searched for fruits and 
vegetables that they could eat. In addition, her presence showed other Native 
Americans that the group came in peace. Many tribes believed that a woman with 
an infant would travel only with a peaceful group. 

 
In August 1805 the expedition met some Shoshone in 

what is now Montana. The chief of these Shoshone was 
Sacagawea’s brother, Cameahwait. He gave the expedition 
horses and guides to help them on their journey. 
 

Charbonneau and Sacagawea went all the way to the 
Pacific coast with the expedition. Sacagawea may have died 
several years after the return journey, in 1812. But some stories 
say that she rejoined the Shoshone in Wyoming and lived until 
1884.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Citation (MLA) 
"Sacagawea." Britannica School, Encyclopedia Britannica, 11 Aug. 2018. 

school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/Sacagawea/353736. Accessed 30 Oct. 2018.  
 
Citation (APA) 
Sacagawea. (2018). In Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved from 

https://school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/Sacagawea/353736 

Figure 3: The Sacagawea 
dollar coin was released in 
2000. 


