


What Cycles Exist in 
Nature?

s Does the Bible describe 
any cycles?

s Job 36:27-28 says “He 
draws up the drops of 
water, which distill as rain 
to the streams; the clouds 
pour down their moisture 
and abundant showers fall 
on mankind.”

s You may recall learning about that cycle in previous 
science classes.



The Carbon Cycle

s Do you recall the 
different phases 
of the Moon?

s Every month, you can observe the change in the 
amount of reflection we observe in the Moon.

s This is an example of a cycle.

s A cycle is a series of events regularly repeated in the 
same order.



The Carbon Cycle

s Another cycle involves a common 
element.

s Carbon, a natural element, is a basic 
part of life on Earth. 

s It exists in the cells of living things.

s It is found in fossil fuels, which are formed from the 
decomposition of living organisms.

s Carbon can be found in rocks, soil, ocean, water, and 
Earth’s atmosphere.



The Carbon Cycle

s Most of the carbon on Earth is stored as carbon 
dioxide in the air, in the bodies of living and dead 
organisms, and dissolved in ocean water.

s Carbon is exchanged between organisms and the 
environment in a process called the carbon cycle. 

s Let’s explore the carbon 
cycle by starting with 
plants.



The Carbon Cycle

1. As land plants 
photosynthesize, they 
absorb carbon dioxide 
from the air and use it 
to make food. 
s They release oxygen 

back into the 
environment. 

s Ocean plants photosynthesize and absorb dissolved 
carbon dioxide in the water and use it to make food. 

s The land and ocean plants stored food contains 
carbon. 



The Carbon Cycle

2. Next, carbon might travel from the plant to an 
animal. 

s The animal gets the carbon by eating the plant. 

3. During the 
respiration, plants 
and animals release 
carbon back into 
the atmosphere in 
the form of carbon 
dioxide, a gas.



The Carbon Cycle

4. When plants and 
animals die, and 
decompose, some of 
the carbon within their 
bodies is released into 
the soil.

5. Organisms that die and become buried deep 
underground for thousands of years may become 
fossil fuels, such as oil or coal. 

s When humans burn fossil fuels, carbon enter Earth’s 
atmosphere as carbon dioxide and the cycle beings 
again.



Scripture 
Spotlight

What nature cycles does Genesis 8:22 describe?



Scripture 
Spotlight

What nature cycles does Genesis 8:22 describe?

Genesis 8:22 describes the cycle of seasons.



The Nitrogen Cycle

s Like carbon, nitrogen is essential to 
living things. 

s Nitrogen gas makes up about 78% of 
Earth’s atmosphere.

s However, most organisms cannot use nitrogen in its 
gaseous form.

s Instead they need nitrogen compounds.



The Nitrogen Cycle

s These usable compounds are 
formed when the nitrogen gas 
is changed during a process 
called nitrogen fixation.

s The process occurs in different 
ways.

s Nitrogen-fixing bacteria in soil or water do most of the 
nitrogen fixations on Earth.

s Some of these bacteria grow on the roots of legumes. 

s Lightning also fixes nitrogen. The heat from the lightning 
helps form nitrogen compounds in the air.



The Nitrogen Cycle

s These compounds are washed into 
the soil by rain.

s Humans can also fix nitrogen into 
usable compounds.

s These compounds are included in 
fertilizers.



The Nitrogen Cycle

s Nitrogen is like carbon 
in another way.

s It is cycled between 
the environment and 
living things in a 
process called the 
nitrogen cycle.

s To explore the nitrogen cycle further, let’s start with 
the plants.



The Nitrogen Cycle

1. Plants get the 
nitrogen they 
need through soil 
or water.

2. Animals get 
nitrogen form 
eating plants or 
other animals 
that eat plants.



The Nitrogen Cycle

3. When organisms 
die, decomposers 
change the nitrogen 
in the proteins of 
the dead organisms’ 
bodies into 
ammonia 
compounds. 
Ammonia has 
nitrogen in it that 
remains in the soil.



The Nitrogen Cycle

4. Other bacteria change ammonia compounds into 
nitrites and nitrates. The denitrifying bacteria 
change the nitrites and nitrates to nitrogen gas. 
The gas returns to the atmosphere.


