


What are Physical 
Adaptations?

s God designed many different living 
things to thrive in environments 
just right for them.

s As we go over the fascinating animal structures, 
remember that many of these adaptations may have 
been designed by God at Creation.

s Because God knew that animals would need to be able to 
adapt to changes in the world brought about by sin, He 
also designed them with this capability.

s We don’t know how many of the adaptations we see 
today resulted from this built-in ability to adapt and how 
many were designed that way from the beginning.



Physical Adaptations

s A physical adaptation is a special structure or design 
of an animal or plant part that helps it survive in its 
habitat.

s God created both plants and animals to be able to 
adapt to changing conditions.

s Examples of physical 
adaptations include body 
size, color, specialized 
leaves and root systems, 
and length of animals’ 
legs.



Kinds of Physical 
Adaptations

s Having different types of claws, teeth, beaks, feathers, 
feet, hair, quills, whiskers, insect mouthparts, tough body 
coverings, and systems for keeping steady both 
temperature

s Having feathers or hair that help an animal blend in or 
hide from an enemy

s Imitating or looking like another 
animal

s Having a bad taste

s Being able to inject a toxin

s Being able to fly and jump



Adaptations for Protection

s To protect themselves, many organisms 
use various ways to hide in plain sight.

s Many plants develop special leaves for 
protection.

s One of the best known physical 
adaptations that some animals inherit is 
their ability to hide.

s Camouflage is an adaptation in which an 
organism has a color or body structure 
that blends with its background.



Adaptations for Protection

s Many insects have adaptations that make them look 
like leaves, twigs, or a flower.

s The Malaysian orchid mantis resembles the flower it 
is named after.



Camouflage



Scripture 
Spotlight

Read 1 John 1:7. Does the blood of Jesus simply 
camouflage our sins?



Scripture 
Spotlight

Read 1 John 1:7. Does the blood of Jesus simply 
camouflage our sins?

Jesus does not just hide our sin. He cleanses us from it.



Adaptations for Protection

s Instead of hiding, some animals use 
bright colors.

s The bright color act as a form of 
communication.

s The colors shout, “I Am Poisonous” and 
“Danger”

s Some brightly colored plants produce 
powerful toxins for protection.

s Humans have harvested these toxins 
and converted them to medicines.



Scripture 
Spotlight

In Job 29:26-29 God speaks about how He created the 
hawk and the eagle with the characteristics necessary to 

live where He designed them to life. Describe those 
characteristics.



Scripture 
Spotlight

In Job 29:26-29 God speaks about how He created the 
hawk and the eagle with the characteristics necessary to 

live where He designed them to life. Describe those 
characteristics.

God describes the hawk taking flight and the eagle 
building a nest high on a rocky cliff. Describes their 
wings and their eyes, which allow them to see their 
food from far away. God is illustrating the majesty of 
His divine power as Creator of the universe.



Adaptations for Feeding

s Animal mouthparts help determine what foods they 
can eat.

s Insects have very interesting mouths, as well.

s They feed on a variety of foods – from flower nectar 
to blood.



Adaptations for 
Feeding

s Plants live in a variety of 
environments, for deserts to 
marshes to mountains.

s Some plants live in environments poor in nitrogen, 
like bogs.

s These plants obtain this necessary nutrient by eating 
insects.

s Plants developed different feeding strategies to lure 
and consume insects to survive.



Carnivorous Plants


