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Pericles 
 

Pericles was an ancient Greek statesman of Athens. 
Under his leadership Athens became a powerful empire and a 
center of education, culture, art, and democracy. His time as 
statesman was a golden age for Athens and is often called the 
“Age of Pericles.” 
 

Pericles was born about 495 B.C. in the city-state of 
Athens. His family was wealthy and had power. His father, 
Xanthippus, was a statesman. 
 

Sometime after 461 B.C. Pericles rose to power in 
Athens. He continued to lead the city for the next 30 years. 
During this time Pericles created more opportunities for 
ordinary citizens to participate in Athens’s democratic 
government. Citizens could help create the laws and serve on a 

jury during a trial in court. Only an adult male whose parents were both citizens 
could be a citizen. The women, children, slaves, and foreign residents, who made 
up about 88 percent of Athens’s population, were not considered citizens. 
 

Pericles spent money on improving Athens. He increased the size of Athens’s 
navy and offered protection to other city-states in return for payment. Under 
Pericles the people of Athens built new temples, and in 447 B.C. they began work on 
a building called the Parthenon and a statue of the goddess Athena. Pericles made 
Athens the most beautiful and powerful of the Greek city-states. 
 

By 430 B.C. a terrible plague had entered Athens. The disease killed Pericles in 
429 B.C. 
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Figure 1: Under the 
leadership of Pericles, 
Athens became a powerful 
empire and a center of 
education, culture, art, and 
democracy. 


