


A	Note	from
Mary	Pope	Osborne	About	the

When	 I	 write	Magic	 Tree	 House®	 adventures,	 I	 love	 including	 facts
about	 the	 times	 and	 places	 Jack	 and	 Annie	 visit.	 But	 when	 readers
finish	these	adventures,	I	want	them	to	learn	even	more.	So	that’s	why
my	husband,	Will,	 and	my	 sister,	Natalie	Pope	Boyce,	 and	 I	write	 a
series	of	nonfiction	books	that	are	companions	to	the	fiction	titles	in
the	 Magic	 Tree	 House®	 series.	 We	 call	 these	 books	 Fact	 Trackers
because	 we	 love	 to	 track	 the	 facts!	 Whether	 we’re	 researching
dinosaurs,	pyramids,	Pilgrims,	 sea	monsters,	or	 cobras,	we’re	always
amazed	at	how	wondrous	and	surprising	 the	 real	world	 is.	We	want
you	 to	 experience	 the	 same	wonder	we	do—so	 get	 out	 your	 pencils
and	 notebooks	 and	 hit	 the	 trail	 with	 us.	 You	 can	 be	 a	 Magic	 Tree
House®	Fact	Tracker,	too!



Here’s	what	kids,	parents,	and	teachers	have	to	say
about	the	Magic	Tree	House®	Fact	Trackers

“They	are	so	good.	I	can’t	wait	for	the	next	one.	All	I	can	say	for	now
is	prepare	to	be	amazed!”

—Alexander	N.

“I	 have	 read	 every	 Magic	 Tree	 House	 book	 there	 is.	 The	 [Fact
Trackers]	 are	 a	 thrilling	 way	 to	 get	 more	 information	 about	 the
special	events	in	the	story.”

—John	R.

“These	 are	 fascinating	 nonfiction	 books	 that	 enhance	 the	 magical
time-traveling	 adventures	 of	 Jack	 and	 Annie.	 I	 love	 these	 books,
especially	American	Revolution.	 I	was	 learning	 so	much,	 and	 I	 didn’t
even	know	it!”

—Tori	Beth	S.

“[They]	are	an	excellent	 ‘behind-the-scenes’	 look	at	what	the	[Magic
Tree	 House	 fiction]	 has	 started	 in	 your	 imagination!	 You	 can’t	 buy
one	without	the	other;	they	are	such	a	complement	to	one	another.”

—Erika	N.,	mom

“Magic	 Tree	 House	 [Fact	 Trackers]	 took	 my	 children	 on	 a	 journey
from	 Frog	 Creek,	 Pennsylvania,	 to	 so	 many	 significant	 historical
events!	The	detailed	manuals	are	a	remarkable	addition	to	the	classic
fiction	Magic	Tree	House	books	we	adore!”

—Jenny	S.,	mom

“[They]	 are	 very	 useful	 tools	 in	 my	 classroom,	 as	 they	 allow	 for
students	to	be	part	of	the	planning	process.	Together,	we	find	facts	in
the	[Fact	Trackers]	to	extend	the	learning	introduced	in	the	fictional



companions.	 Researching	 and	 planning	 classroom	 activities,	 such	 as
our	 class	 Olympics	 based	 on	 facts	 found	 in	 Ancient	 Greece	 and	 the
Olympics,	help	create	a	genuine	love	for	learning!”

—Paula	H.,	teacher





Text	copyright	©	2004	by	Mary	Pope	Osborne	and	Natalie	Pope	Boyce
Illustrations	copyright	©	2004	by	Sal	Murdocca
Cover	photograph	copyright	©	Gianni	Dagli	Orti/CORBIS

All	rights	reserved.	Published	in	the	United	States	by	Random	House	Children’s	Books,	a
division	of	Random	House,	Inc.,	New	York.	Originally	published	by	Random	House	Children’s
Books,	New	York,	in	2004.

Random	House	and	the	colophon	are	registered	trademarks	and	A	Stepping	Stone	Book	and
the	colophon	are	trademarks	of	Random	House,	Inc.	Magic	Tree	House	is	a	registered
trademark	of	Mary	Pope	Osborne;	used	under	license.

The	Magic	Tree	House	Fact	Tracker	series	was	formerly	known	as	the	Magic	Tree	House
Research	Guide	series.

Visit	us	on	the	Web!
MagicTreeHouse.com
randomhouse.com/kids

Educators	and	librarians,	for	a	variety	of	teaching	tools,	visit	us	at
randomhouse.com/teachers

Library	of	Congress	Cataloging-in-Publication	Data
Osborne,	Mary	Pope.
Ancient	Greece	and	the	Olympics:	a	nonfiction	companion	to	magic	tree	house	#16,	hour	of
the	olympics	/	by	Mary	Pope	Osborne	and	Natalie	Pope	Boyce	;	illustrated	by	Sal	Murdocca.
				p.			cm.	—	(Magic	tree	house	fact	tracker)
“Originally	published	by	Random	House,	New	York,	in	2004.”
Includes	index.
“A	Stepping	Stone	book.”
eISBN:	978-0-307-97528-7
1.	Olympic	games	(Ancient)—Juvenile	literature.	I.	Boyce,	Natalie	Pope.
II.	Murdocca,	Sal,	ill.	III.	Osborne,	Mary	Pope.	Hour	of	the	Olympics.	IV.	Title.
GV23.O73		2011				796.48—dc22		2011006591

Random	House	Children’s	Books	supports	the	First	Amendment
and	celebrates	the	right	to	read.

v3.1

http://MagicTreeHouse.com
http://randomhouse.com/kids
http://randomhouse.com/teachers


For	Bill	Kruse

Scientific	Consultant:
DR.	 MIKE	 NORRIS,	 Associate	 Museum	 Educator,	 The	 Metropolitan
Museum	of	Art,	New	York

Very	special	thanks	to	Will	Osborne,	for	his	invaluable	encouragement
and	help.

We	would	 also	 like	 to	 acknowledge	 Pam	 Kosty	 and	 the	 staff	 at	 the
University	 of	 Pennsylvania	 Museum	 of	 Archaeology	 and
Anthropology;	 Paul	 Coughlin	 for	 his	 ongoing	 photographic
contribution	 to	 the	series;	and,	as	always,	 the	great	creative	 team	at
Random	 House:	 Joanne	 Yates,	 Angela	 Roberts,	 Cathy	 Goldsmith,
Mallory	 Loehr,	 and	 especially	 our	 editor,	 Shana	 Corey,	 whose
patience,	skill,	and	diligence	made	this	book	possible.



Cover
Title	Page
Copyright
Dedication

1.	Ancient	Greece
2.	Religion
3.	Daily	Life	in	Ancient	Greece
4.	The	Culture	of	Ancient	Greece
5.	Early	Olympics
6.	Olympic	Grounds
7.	Let	the	Games	Begin!
8.	The	Olympics	Today

Doing	More	Research
Index
About	the	Author







Greece	 is	a	 small	 country	 that	 lies	on	 the	Mediterranean	Sea.	 It	 is	 a
land	of	 tall	mountains	and	deep	valleys.	Much	of	 the	soil	 is	dry	and
rocky.	Olive	groves	and	grapevines	dot	the	hillsides.



People	 first	 settled	 in	 Greece	 thousands	 of	 years	 ago.	 They	 were
simple	 shepherds,	 farmers,	 and	 fishermen.	 As	 the	 years	 passed,	 the
country	changed.	Greeks	lived	in	cities	as	well	as	in	the	country.
The	 ancient	 (AIN-shunt)	 Greeks	 became	 great	 artists,	 writers,

builders,	 and	 thinkers.	 By	 500	 BC,	 Greek	 culture	 had	 spread	 all
around	the	Mediterranean	and	Black	seas.



Ancient	means	“very	old.”

Athens
Ancient	Greece	was	divided	into	about	300	city-states,	or	poleis	(POE-
lace).	A	city-state	was	made	up	of	a	city	and	the	countryside	around
it.	 The	 city	 governed	 the	 city-state.	 Athens	 was	 one	 of	 the	 most
powerful	 city-states.	 It	 got	 its	 name	 from	 Athena,	 the	 goddess	 of
wisdom.
Athens	was	a	 center	of	 art	 and	 learning.	The	people	who	 lived	 in

Athens	 were	 called	 Athenians	 (uh-THEE-nee-unz).	 Athenians	 loved
beauty.	They	built	great	buildings.	They	created	wonderful	art.	They
wrote	poetry	and	plays.	They	studied	math	and	science.

Athens	 had	 one	 of	 the	 first	 democratic	 (dem-uh-KRA-tick)
governments	in	the	world.	This	means	that	the	people,	not	a	king,	ran
the	government.
Voting	was	very	important	in	ancient	Greek	democracy.	In	Athens,

only	male	citizens	 (SIT-uh-zunz)	20	years	old	or	older	could	vote.	A
citizen	was	usually	someone	born	in	Athens.	Women	could	not	vote.
Slaves	could	not	be	citizens	and	had	no	voting	rights.



Over	half	the	people	in	Athens	were	slaves.

Sparta
Sparta	was	 a	 powerful	 rival	 (RIE-vul)	 of	 Athens.	 Sparta	 and	 Athens
often	fought	one	another.	But	sometimes	they	joined	together	to	fight
other	countries.

Rivals	compete	with	each	other.

Sparta	was	not	a	democracy	like	Athens.	It	was	ruled	by	two	kings.

Greek	soldiers	sometimes	rode	into	battle	on	elephants.

Spartans	were	warriors.	They	spent	much	of	their	time	training	for
war.	 They	 didn’t	 share	 the	 Athenians’	 love	 of	 beauty	 and	 learning.
They	left	behind	no	beautiful	buildings	or	art.



Athens	 and	 Sparta	were	 very	 different.	 But	 even	 though	 the	 city-
states	were	not	all	alike,	they	had	many	things	in	common.	Everyone
spoke	Greek.	They	worshiped	 the	 same	gods.	They	had	many	of	 the
same	customs.	And	they	were	all	proud	to	call	themselves	Greek.



Most	 cities	 in	Greece	were	 near	 the	Mediterranean	 Sea.	 There	were
few	 roads.	 Traveling	 by	 boat	was	 usually	 easier	 than	 traveling	 over
the	hilly	land.





Religion	was	a	big	part	of	Greek	life.	Greeks	worshiped	many	different
gods.	 They	 imagined	 the	 gods	 looked	 and	 acted	 like	 humans	 with
special	 powers.	 They	 told	 stories	 about	 the	 gods’	 adventures.	 These
stories	were	called	myths.



The	Greeks	believed	there	were	12	major	gods.	They	thought	these
gods	 lived	 on	 top	 of	 the	 tallest	 mountain	 in	 Greece.	 It	 was	 called
Olympus	 (oh-LIM-pus).	 The	 Greeks	 believed	 the	 gods	 lived	 happy
lives	 on	 Olympus.	 Everyone	 thought	 they	 rested	 all	 day	 and	 ate
wonderful	food	called	ambrosia	(am-BRO-zhuh).



People	believed	the	gods	punished	them	when	they	were	angry.	To
please	the	gods,	people	honored	them	with	gifts	and	prayers.	Families
often	had	altars	 in	 the	house.	They	prayed	 to	 their	 favorite	gods	 for
protection.

Temples

The	Greeks	built	temples	for	the	gods.	Temples	were	often	the	largest
buildings	 in	ancient	Greece.	Many	were	 very	 beautiful.	 Each	 temple
had	a	 statue	of	 a	god	 inside.	 Some	 temple	 statues	were	40	 feet	 tall.
That’s	as	tall	as	a	school	bus	standing	on	end!	Sometimes	the	statues
were	covered	with	gold	and	ivory.



Festivals
The	Greeks	held	festivals	to	honor	the	gods.	A	festival	was	an	exciting
event.
People	often	traveled	to	the	festival	from	miles	away.	They	walked

to	 the	 temple	 in	 lines	 called	 processions	 (pruh-SEH-shunz).	 They
brought	food,	animals,	and	other	gifts	to	offer	the	gods.



Sometimes	men	and	women	had	separate	festivals.

When	they	arrived,	they	sometimes	washed	the	temple	statue.	Then
they	put	new	clothes	on	it.
Festivals	 often	 included	 sporting	 events.	 Greeks	 believed	 sports

honored	the	gods.	People	also	danced	and	made	music.	They	believed
all	these	things	made	the	gods	happy.



Zeus
(zoose)



Zeus	was	ruler	of	the	gods.	He	was	god	of	the	sky,	clouds,	and	rain.
When	Zeus	was	angry,	he	hurled	thunder	and	bolts	of	lightning	down
to	 earth.	 Zeus	 re-warded	 people	 who	 pleased	 him.	 But	 if	 someone
made	him	mad,	watch	out!	One	of	Zeus’s	 enemies	was	named	Atlas
(AT-lus).	Zeus	made	Atlas	hold	up	the	sky	on	his	back	forever!



Atlas	is	also	the	name	for	a	book	of	maps.

Zeus’s	wife	was	Hera	(HEH-ruh),	but	he	fell	in	love	with	many	other
women.	He	always	tried	to	hide	his	other	loves	from	Hera.	The	Greeks
believed	that	when	the	oak	leaves	rustled,	Zeus	was	talking.

Hera
(HEH-ruh)
Hera	was	the	goddess	of	marriage	and	married	women.	She	was	very
jealous	of	Zeus’s	girlfriends.	Their	fights	made	the	heavens	shake!

Hera	never	forgave	the	women	Zeus	fell	in	love	with.	She	spent	all
her	time	getting	even	with	them.	One	time	Hera	was	looking	for	Zeus.
She	 thought	 he	 was	 with	 his	 girlfriends.	 She	 was	 distracted	 by	 a
beautiful	girl	named	Echo.	Echo	was	laughing	and	chattering.	As	Echo
talked,	the	girls	managed	to	slip	away.

Our	word	echo	comes	from	this	myth!



Hera	got	very	angry	at	Echo.	She	forbade	her	ever	to	speak	her	own
thoughts.	Instead,	poor	Echo	could	only	repeat	the	last	word	someone
said	to	her	over	and	over	again.

Poseidon
(poe-SIDE-un)

Zeus	had	a	brother	named	Poseidon.	He	was	god	of	the	seas.	Poseidon
lived	in	a	palace	under	the	sea.	He	always	carried	a	trident	(TRY-dent).
When	 he	 was	 angry,	 he	 would	 hit	 the	 water	 with	 it.	 This	 caused
terrible	earthquakes,	storms,	and	drownings.

A	trident	is	a	three-pronged	spear.

In	one	myth,	Poseidon	got	angry	when	the	Greeks	 lost	a	war.	The
soldiers	tried	to	return	to	Greece	on	ships.	Poseidon	sent	a	huge	storm
over	the	ocean.	The	storm	wrecked	all	the	ships.
Sailors	always	thanked	Poseidon	when	the	seas	were	calm.

Aphrodite



(af-ruh-DIE-tee)
Aphrodite	was	the	goddess	of	 love	and	beauty.	Some	myths	said	she
came	from	foam	in	the	sea.

Aphros	means	“foam”	in	Greek.

Aphrodite	 was	 so	 charming	 that	 no	 one	 could	 resist	 her.	 Flowers
sprang	 up	 when	 she	 walked	 through	 the	 fields.	 The	 waves	 laughed
when	she	passed	by.
Aphrodite	 is	 always	 shown	 with	 a	 smiling	 face.	 But	 she	 caused
problems	among	 the	gods,	 too.	She	made	 them	 fall	 in	 love	with	her
when	they	shouldn’t.
Her	special	bird	was	the	dove,	and	her	tree	was	the	myrtle.

Athena
(uh-THEEN-uh)



Athena	was	Zeus’s	daughter.	She	was	one	of	his	favorite	children.	He
let	 her	 carry	his	 shield.	Athena	was	 the	 goddess	 of	wisdom	and	 the
arts.	She	was	also	the	goddess	of	war.

Athena	was	born	in	full	armor	out	of	Zeus’s	head!



But	 Athena’s	 main	 job	 was	 as	 protector	 of	 Athens.	 Poseidon	 had
wanted	Athens	for	himself.	Athena	got	the	city	instead.	Poseidon	was
angry.	He	sent	a	huge	flood.	But	Athena	refused	to	give	the	city	up.	It
is	 also	 said	 that	 Athena	 tamed	 the	 first	 horses.	 The	 owl	 was	 her
favorite	bird,	and	the	olive	tree	her	special	tree.

Phoebus	Apollo
(FEE-bus	uh-PAHL-oh)



Zeus	was	also	 the	 father	of	Phoebus	Apollo.	Phoebus	means	“shining
and	bright”	in	Greek.	Phoebus	Apollo	was	usually	just	called	Apollo.
Apollo	was	 a	 beautiful	 god	with	 shining	 golden	 hair.	 He	was	 the

god	of	the	sun,	healing,	music,	and	poetry.
Apollo	carried	a	silver	bow	and	raced	his	chariot	across	the	sky.	He

often	played	music	for	the	gods	on	his	golden	lyre.

A	lyre	is	a	harp-like	instrument.

The	dolphin,	wolf,	swan,	and	crow	were	Apollo’s	 favorite	animals.
The	laurel	was	his	special	tree.



Greek	 cities	 were	 usually	 protected	 by	walls.	 The	walled	 section	 of
Athens	was	 called	 the	Acropolis	 (uh-CROP-uh-lis).	 It	 stood	 on	 a	 hill
overlooking	the	city.	People	did	not	live	on	the	Acropolis.	They	lived
in	houses	and	apartments	in	the	city	below.

Much	of	daily	 life	 in	Athens	and	ancient	Greece	 took	place	 in	 the
agora	 (AG-ur-uh).	 The	 agora	 was	 the	 marketplace.	 It	 was	 crowded
with	stalls	selling	food,	crafts,	and	other	household	items.	In	Athens,
men	usually	did	all	the	shopping.	They	often	met	in	the	agora	to	visit
and	chat	about	the	news	of	the	day.	There	were	also	important	public
buildings,	temples,	and	houses	in	the	agora.



Agora	comes	from	a	Greek	word	that	means	“to	come	together.”

Houses
Greek	 houses	 and	 apartment	 buildings	were	made	 of	 stone,	 clay,	 or
wood.	The	roofs	were	made	of	tile	or	reeds.
Inside	there	were	usually	very	few	rooms.	The	floors	were	made	of

packed	dirt	or	stone.	There	were	wooden	chairs,	tables,	and	couches.
The	family	stored	their	things	in	baskets	or	chests.

Couches	were	often	for	sleeping	as	well	as	sitting.

In	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 house	 stood	 an	 open	 courtyard.	 In	 good
weather,	the	family	gathered	there	to	relax.



Sometimes	the	family	cooked	and	ate	their	meals	in	the	courtyard.
They	often	ate	bread,	olive	oil,	goat	cheese,	and	a	porridge	made	of
grains.	They	also	ate	figs,	grapes,	and	honey.



Clothing	and	Grooming
Greek	clothes	were	very	simple.	Everyone	wore	a	rectangular	piece	of
cloth	called	a	 tunic	 (TOO-nick).	Men	wore	 tunics	 called	chitons	 (KIE-
tunz)	 that	 came	 to	 the	 knee.	Women	 and	 girls	 wore	 a	 longer	 tunic
called	a	peplos	(PEP-lus).

Girls	and	women	used	a	belt	to	shorten	their	tunics	when	they	exercised.





Rich	women	wore	jewelry	and	makeup.	Sometimes	they	put	white
powdered	 lead	 on	 their	 faces	 to	 look	 pale.	 Men	 often	 went	 to
barbershops	to	get	 their	hair	cut	and	to	see	their	 friends.	One	Greek
man	wrote	that	barbershops	were	like	“parties	without	wine.”

Help!	Lead	is	poisonous!





Education
Schools	 in	ancient	Greece	were	 just	 for	boys.	 In	Athens,	 boys	 began
school	 when	 they	 were	 seven	 years	 old.	 The	 boys	 learned	 reading,
writing,	and	poetry.	They	also	studied	music	and	sports.	Sports	were
very	 important	 in	 ancient	 Greece.	 The	 Greeks	 believed	 in	 a	 strong
mind	in	a	healthy	body.

Slaves	sometimes	went	to	school	with	boys	to	make	them	behave!

In	Athens,	 girls	 stayed	 at	 home	 and	 learned	 how	 to	 run	 a	 house.
Most	mothers	taught	their	daughters	to	spin,	weave,	sew,	and	cook.	If
a	girl	was	rich,	she	usually	learned	to	read	and	to	write	at	home.



When	a	girl	was	born,	her	family	hung	wool	over	the	door.

Spartan	boys	went	away	to	military	schools	when	they	were	seven
years	old.	Their	schools	taught	them	how	to	be	soldiers.

When	a	boy	was	born,	the	family	hung	an	olive	wreath	over	the	door.

In	 Sparta,	 girls	 had	more	 freedom	 than	 in	 Athens.	 Although	 they
didn’t	 go	 to	 school,	 they	 learned	 sports,	 singing,	 and	 dancing.	 Their
main	job	was	to	grow	up	and	produce	strong	Spartan	boys!



Marriage
Greek	girls	and	women	seldom	met	men	who	were	not	in	their	family.
When	 male	 visitors	 arrived,	 women	 and	 girls	 went	 into	 a	 separate
room.	But	girls	in	Athens	married	very	young.	They	were	usually	only
15	years	old!
Their	 fathers	 chose	 their	 husbands.	 The	 men	 were	 often	 in	 their
thirties.	Before	marriage,	girls	presented	all	their	toys	to	the	goddess
Artemis	(AR-tuh-mis).	This	meant	that	childhood	had	come	to	an	end.

Artemis	was	the	goddess	of	wild	things	as	well	as	protector	of	the	young.

Fun
Ancient	Greeks	did	many	things	for	fun.	Some	children	enjoyed	board
games	that	were	almost	like	checkers	and	chess.



Greek	boys	and	girls	played	with	hoops	and	dolls.	They	also	played
with	animals	made	out	of	clay	or	wood.

Children	kept	pets	like	birds,	dogs,	mice,	turtles,	and	goats.

Greeks	often	danced	and	played	music.	They	had	a	lot	of	different
dances.	There	were	dances	to	honor	the	gods.	There	were	dances	for
weddings	 and	 for	 funerals.	 There	were	 also	 dances	 for	 harvest	 time
and	for	victory	in	war.



Shepherds	even	played	music	to	their	sheep.

During	 the	 day,	 boys	 and	men	 spent	 time	 at	 the	 gymnasium	 (jim-
NAY-zee-um).	The	gymnasium	was	like	a	park	where	people	went	to
play	sports	and	exercised.

Gymnasium	comes	from	a	Greek	word	that	means	“to	exercise	naked”!	Yikes!

In	 the	 evening,	men	 sometimes	 gave	 parties	 called	 symposia	 (sim-
POE-zee-uh).	These	parties	were	for	men	only.	Except	for	slave	girls,
women	and	girls	were	not	 allowed.	 Servants	met	 guests	 at	 the	door
and	 washed	 their	 feet.	 Everyone	 drank	 wine,	 ate,	 and	 talked.
Sometimes	they	recited	poetry	and	sang.

During	parties,	men	lay	on	couches.	Sometimes	they	wore	flowers	in	their
hair.

The	ancient	Greeks	had	busy	 lives.	They	enjoyed	 their	 family	and
their	friends.	They	liked	parties,	music,	and	dance.	Like	people	today,
they	spent	time	playing	sports	and	keeping	fit.	But	for	many	Greeks,
at	the	very	center	of	life	was	a	love	of	learning	and	beauty.



People	think	some	olive	trees	today	are	over	2,000	years	old!

Olive	 trees	 grow	well	 in	 the	 dry,	 rocky	 soil	 of	 Greece.	 The	 ancient
Greeks	believed	Athena	gave	the	first	olive	trees	to	Athens.	Over	the
years,	they	became	very	important	to	ancient	Greece.



Olive	trees	are	very	strong.	They	can	survive	heavy	winds	and	dry
weather.	 The	 Greeks	 believed	 they	 were	 symbols	 of	 strength	 and
peace.	In	some	city-states,	it	was	a	serious	crime	to	cut	one	down!



The	Greeks	cleaned	their	skin	with	olive	oil	and	used	it	on	their	hair.

One	Greek	poet	called	olive	oil	“liquid	gold.”



Ancient	Greece	is	famous	for	its	culture	(KUL-chur).	Culture	is	the	way
a	group	of	people	think	and	live	and	the	art	they	create.	Many	Greeks
were	 great	 thinkers,	 writers,	 artists,	 and	 builders.	 Others	 made
discoveries	 in	 science	and	medicine.	The	 ideas	and	works	of	ancient
Greece	still	inspire	us	today.



Philosophy
Some	of	the	best	thinkers	in	Greece	were	the	philosophers	(fil-AHS-uh-
furz).	Philosophers	were	people	who	loved	wisdom	and	learning.	They
were	often	teachers.



Philosopher	means	“lover	of	wisdom”	in	Greek.

Socrates	 (SOCK-ruh-teez)	was	one	of	 the	greatest	philosophers.	He
taught	 people	 how	 best	 to	 live	 their	 lives.	 Socrates	 believed	 that
money	was	not	enough	 to	make	a	person	happy.	He	believed	 that	a
good	person	was	a	happy	person.
Socrates	 did	 not	 leave	 any	 writing	 behind.	 But	 his	 student	 Plato

(PLAY-toe)	 wrote	 down	 what	 Socrates	 said.	 Plato	 also	 became	 a
famous	philosopher.	He	ran	a	school	called	the	Academy	(uh-KA-duh-
mee).

Science	and	Medicine
The	Greeks	learned	a	lot	about	science	and	medicine.	Greek	scientists
decided	that	facts,	not	myths,	explained	the	way	things	worked.	They
studied	things	like	the	tides	and	the	stars.	Some	scientists	even	figured
out	how	 to	predict	 an	eclipse.	Others	believed	 the	 earth	was	 round,
not	flat.

Most	Greeks	thought	the	earth	was	the	center	of	the	universe.	Wrong!

Greek	doctors	studied	the	human	body	to	learn	how	it	worked.	One
famous	Greek	doctor	was	named	Hippocrates	(hip-POCK-ruh-teez).	He
wrote	an	oath	for	doctors.	An	oath	is	a	strong	promise.	Ancient	Greek
doctors	promised	to	do	no	harm.	Doctors	still	take	this	oath	today.	It
is	called	the	Hippocratic	oath.



Greek	doctors	used	herbs	and	other	plants	as	medicine.

Greek	Architecture
Greek	 architects	 (AR-kuh-tekts)	 built	 in-credible	 buildings.	 An
architect	is	someone	who	designs	buildings.	The	Parthenon	(PAR-thuh-
non)	on	the	Acropolis	was	one	of	the	greatest	buildings	ever	built.	It
was	the	temple	of	Athena.





Drama
Greeks	wrote	 some	of	 the	world’s	 best	 plays.	Drama	was	popular	 in
ancient	 Greece.	 People	 usually	 went	 to	 plays	 at	 festivals.	 The	 best
writers	competed	to	have	their	plays	performed.



Greeks	 built	 the	 first	 outdoor	 theaters.	 These	 were	 called
amphitheaters	 (AM-fuh-thee-uh-turz).	They	were	built	 in	 a	half	 circle
on	the	slope	of	a	hill.	The	seats	rose	up	the	hill	so	everyone	could	see.
The	actors	were	always	men.	A	group	of	people	stood	at	the	front	of

the	stage.	They	were	called	the	chorus	(KOR-us).	The	chorus	sang.	It



also	told	the	audience	what	was	happening.

Poetry
Most	Greeks	enjoyed	reciting	poetry.	Homer	was	one	of	their	greatest
poets.	He	wrote	over	2,700	years	ago.
Homer	wrote	two	famous,	long	poems.	One	was	The	Iliad	(IL-ee-ud).

It	was	about	a	war	between	the	Greeks	and	the	Trojans	(TRO-junz).

People	think	Homer	was	blind.



Another	 is	 called	 The	 Odyssey	 (OD-uh-see).	 It	 is	 about	 the
adventures	 of	 a	 hero	 named	 Odysseus	 (oh-DIS-ee-us).	 You	 can	 find
these	poems	in	libraries	and	bookstores	today.

Arts
Greeks	 were	 great	 artists	 and	 craftsmen.	 In	 Athens,	 sculptors	 had
workshops	all	over	the	city.	They	created	beautiful	statues	of	bronze
and	marble.
Greek	 potters	 made	 wonderful	 pottery.	 The	 decoration	 on	 many

Athenian	pots	and	vases	shows	scenes	of	heroes.	Others	show	us	how
people	looked	and	lived.



The	ancient	Greeks	left	a	rich	culture.	We	still	read	the	writings	and
see	the	plays	of	ancient	Greece.	We	still	study	their	philosophers.	We
still	admire	their	art	and	architecture.	The	ancient	Greeks	left	gifts	for
the	whole	world	to	enjoy.



English	has	a	lot	of	words	that	come	from	ancient	Greece.	In	fact,	the
word	 alphabet	 comes	 from	 the	 first	 two	 letters	 of	 the	 Greek
alphabet	…	alpha	and	beta.	You	probably	know	more	Greek	than	you
think!



The	ancient	Greeks	believed	that	strong	bodies	and	sports	pleased	the
gods.	So	they	honored	the	gods	with	sporting	events	and	contests.	The
Olympics	began	as	a	festival	to	honor	Zeus.



The	first	Olympics	were	held	in	776	BC.	They	were	held	in	Olympia
in	 the	city-state	of	Elis.	The	early	Olympics	were	very	simple.	There
was	only	one	event.	Runners	ran	a	footrace	called	the	stade.



We	get	the	word	stadium	from	the	Greek	word	stade.

Over	 the	 years,	 other	 sports	were	 added.	 People	 traveled	 from	all
over	 to	 see	 the	 Games.	 The	 Olympics	 became	 the	 most	 popular
festival	in	Greece.

Messengers
The	Olympics	were	held	every	four	years.	They	lasted	five	days.	The
Games	were	always	held	during	the	hottest	months	of	the	summer.	As
the	 time	 drew	 near,	 messengers	 left	 Elis.	 They	 traveled	 all	 over
Greece.	It	was	their	job	to	announce	the	dates	for	the	Games.

Who	Could	Compete?
Only	Greek	citizens	could	compete	in	the	Olympics.	No	one	who	had
committed	 a	 crime	 could	 compete.	 Women	 and	 slaves	 were	 not
allowed	to	be	in	the	Games.
Each	city-state	chose	its	best	athletes	to	send	to	the	Olympics.	They



came	from	all	over	Greece.

Athlete	comes	from	a	Greek	word	that	means	“to	compete	for	a	prize.”

Some	were	 simple	 shepherds	 or	 fisher-men.	Others	were	 powerful
generals	or	businessmen.	Their	skill	in	sports	made	them	all	equal	at
the	Games.

Kallipateira
There	 was	 one	 woman	 who	 didn’t	 obey	 the	 rules.	 Her	 name	 was
Kallipateira	 (kahl-ee-PAH-tur-uh).	 Her	 father	 and	 brother	 were
Olympic	winners.	After	her	husband	died,	she	trained	her	son	for	the
Olympics.



Kallipateira	 dressed	 up	 like	 a	 man	 to	 watch	 him	 compete.	 She
walked	boldly	into	the	stadium.	When	her	son	won,	she	leapt	over	a
barrier	to	congratulate	him.	Her	clothes	got	tangled.	They	came	loose.
It	 became	 clear	 she	 was	 not	 a	 man!	 But	 Kallipateira	 was	 lucky.
Because	she	was	from	a	famous	family,	she	wasn’t	punished.

The	Olympic	Truce
There	were	 a	 lot	 of	wars	 in	 ancient	 Greece.	 City-states	 fought	 each
other.	They	also	fought	other	countries.	In	order	to	hold	the	Olympics,
all	 wars	 had	 to	 stop.	 A	 truce	 (troose)	was	 called.	 A	 truce	 means	 no
fighting!
These	were	the	rules	of	the	Olympic	truce:

1.	All	wars	must	 stop	 for	 three	months	during	Olympic	 training
and	the	Games.
2.	 Armies	 and	 men	 with	 weapons	 can-not	 enter	 the	 Olympic
grounds.
3.	There	is	no	death	penalty	during	the	Olympics.
4.	Athletes	can	pass	safely	through	any	city-state	on	their	way	to
the	Games.



Training
Athletes	 trained	 nine	 months	 at	 home	 before	 the	 Olympics	 began.
They	 trained	 with	 coaches.	 Their	 coaches	 carried	 long	 sticks.	 They
used	them	to	point	out	the	correct	muscles	to	use.	Some	trainers	liked
their	athletes	to	practice	to	flute	music.	They	felt	it	gave	them	rhythm
and	grace.



As	 the	 Olympics	 drew	 near,	 athletes	 and	 their	 trainers	 began	 the
long	journey	to	Olympia.	Some	went	by	boat;	others	walked	or	rode
horses.

Arrival	at	Elis
After	 their	 journey,	 the	 athletes	 arrived	 at	 the	 town	 of	 Elis,	 near
Olympia.	This	was	their	training	ground	for	another	month	before	the
Games.

Elis	was	a	town	in	the	city-state	of	Elis!

Ten	men	met	 the	 athletes	 in	 Elis.	 They	were	 the	Olympic	 judges.
They	wore	purple	cloaks.	They	had	laurel	wreaths	on	their	heads.	The
judges	 made	 sure	 the	 athletes	 obeyed	 the	 rules.	 They	 divided	 the
athletes	 into	 age	 groups.	 Athletes	 usually	 competed	 with	 people	 in
their	own	age	groups.

If	anyone	cheated,	he	was	punished	with	a	fine	or	a	beating.

Then	the	athletes	had	to	sand	and	weed	the	tracks	before	they	could
practice!
Two	days	before	the	Games	began,	the	athletes,	coaches,	and	judges

left	for	Olympia	in	a	great	procession.





1.	Get	someone	to	play	the	flute	while	you	exercise.

2.	 Go	 to	 the	 gymnasium	 to	 practice.	 You	 can	 also	 practice	 in	 the
fields.	Watch	out	for	the	goats!

3.	If	you	need	quick	energy,	eat	grapes,	figs,	honey,	or	goat	cheese.



4.	Be	the	best	sport	you	can	be!



As	the	athletes	strode	into	Olympia,	 thousands	of	people	 lined	up	to
cheer.	They	had	come	from	all	over	Greece.

As	many	as	50,000	people	attended	the	Olympics.

There	were	 tents	 all	 over	 the	Olympic	 grounds.	Most	 visitors	 and
athletes	 slept	 in	 small	 tents.	 But	 rich	 visitors	 had	 huge,	 fancy	 ones.
They	gave	dinner	parties	and	entertained	their	friends	inside.



There	were	plenty	of	things	for	everyone	to	do.	People	greeted	old
friends	 and	 visited	 the	 food	 stalls.	 There	 was	 music	 and	 dancing.
Philosophers	 gave	 talks.	 People	 crowded	 around	 as	 poets	 read	 their
latest	poems.

Plato	visited	the	Games	when	he	was	70	years	old!



The	Altis
The	Altis	(AL-tus)	was	one	of	the	most	important	places	in	Olympia.	It
was	a	special	grove	of	trees	in	the	middle	of	the	grounds.

Altis	means	“grove	of	trees”	in	Greek.

The	temples	of	Zeus	and	Hera	were	there.	There	were	many	shrines
and	 altars	 as	 well.	 People	 visited	 the	 Altis	 to	 pray	 and	 to	 offer
sacrifices.



The	 third	night	 of	 the	Olympics	was	 always	on	 a	 full	moon.	That
night,	everyone	walked	 in	a	procession	to	 the	 temple	of	Zeus.	When
they	arrived,	 they	offered	prayers	and	sacrifices.	During	some	Olym-
pics,	100	oxen	were	sacrificed!



Huge	 crowds	 visited	 the	 temple	 of	 Zeus.	 They	 gazed	 in	 awe	 at	 the
great	statue	of	him.



The	sculptor	Phidias	(FID-ee-us)	had	created	a	huge	Zeus	sitting	on
a	throne.	One	ancient	Greek	wrote	that	if	Zeus	could	stand,	his	head
would	poke	through	the	ceiling!	Zeus’s	body	was	covered	in	ivory	and
gold.
The	statue	filled	people	with	wonder.	In	fact,	it	is	called	one	of	the

Seven	Wonders	of	the	Ancient	World!
The	 temple	 was	 later	 destroyed	 by	 earthquakes	 and	 war.	 Today

nothing	remains	of	the	temple	but	scattered	ruins.





On	 the	 first	 day	 of	 the	Olympics,	 athletes	 and	 judges	 took	 an	 oath.
The	athletes	and	judges	stood	in	front	of	a	statue	of	Zeus.	The	athletes
swore	 they	had	 trained	 for	 ten	months.	They	also	promised	 to	obey
the	rules.	The	judges	swore	to	judge	the	Games	fairly.

This	statue	was	called	Zeus	of	the	Oaths.



Then	 there	 were	 contests	 to	 choose	 the	 best	 trumpet	 players	 and
heralds	 (HEH-ruldz).	Heralds	were	men	who	announced	 the	winners.
Trumpets	blew	to	alert	people	that	an	event	was	about	to	begin.



Running
As	trumpets	sounded	out,	runners	gathered	at	the	starting	line.	All	the
runners	had	to	start	at	exactly	the	same	time.	If	a	runner	started	early,
he	was	beaten	or	forced	to	leave	the	Games!

Runners	put	their	feet	into	long	stone	grooves.	This	kept	them	from	taking	off
too	soon.

There	were	several	kinds	of	 races.	One	was	 the	 stade.	The	runners
sprinted	one	 length	of	 the	 stadium.	The	 second	 race	was	 the	diaulos
(die-OW-lus),	which	was	 two	 stadium	 lengths.	 The	 longest	 race	was
the	dolichos	(DOE-lick-us),	which	was	a	long-distance	race.	Racers	ran
12	lengths	of	the	stadium!

Runners	were	forbidden	to	cast	magic	spells!



The	most	difficult	race	was	one	in	full	armor.	Runners	wore	bronze
helmets	 and	 carried	 heavy	 wooden	 or	 bronze	 shields.	 They	 looked
awkward	 and	 funny.	 The	 crowds	 cheered	 and	 laughed	 as	 the	 racers
lumbered	by.

Javelin
The	 javelin	 (JAV-lin)	was	used	 in	hunting	 and	 in	war.	 It	was	 a	 long
wooden	spear	as	tall	as	a	man.	One	end	was	pointed.	Throwers	held
on	to	a	leather	strap	wound	around	the	javelin.	When	they	threw	the
javelin,	 the	 strap	 unwound.	 This	 made	 it	 fly	 straighter.	 Whoever
threw	it	farthest	won	the	contest.



Discus
The	discus	 (DIS-kus)	was	 shaped	 like	 a	 Frisbee.	 It	 could	 be	made	 of
lead,	iron,	bronze,	or	even	marble.	It	usually	weighed	about	five	and	a
half	pounds.

Athletes	held	the	discus	 in	one	hand.	Then	they	tossed	it	as	 far	as
they	 could.	The	 judges	measured	 the	distance	 to	 see	who	 threw	 the
farthest.



Long	Jump
The	 long	 jump	 began	 as	 part	 of	 military	 training.	 Soldiers	 often
practiced	jumping	over	things.

In	the	Olympics,	the	long	jump	took	place	on	a	sand	track.	Athletes
put	weights	in	both	hands.	They	swung	their	arms	forward	and	then
back.	Then	they	jumped	as	far	as	they	could.

Flute	music	played	during	the	long	jump.

Wrestling
Wrestling	also	began	with	soldiers.	They	practiced	it	for	hand-to-hand
combat.	 Olympic	wrestlers	 wrestled	 in	 the	 sand.	 In	 one	 event,	 they
had	to	throw	another	wrestler	to	the	ground	from	a	standing	position.

Wrestlers	weren’t	allowed	to	bite!

Three	 falls	 cost	 wrestlers	 the	 match.	 If	 their	 shoulders,	 backs,
chests,	 or	 stomachs	 just	 barely	 touched	 the	 ground,	 it	 was	 called	 a



fall.	Wrestlers	put	powder	and	olive	oil	on	their	bodies.	The	oil	picked
up	sand	when	their	bodies	touched	it.	This	helped	the	judges	tell	if	the
wrestler	really	had	a	fall.

The	Pentathlon
The	pentathlon	(pen-TATH-lon)	was	actually	five	different	events.	Each
athlete	 had	 to	 be	 skilled	 in	 all	 five.	 They	 were	 the	 long	 jump,	 the
discus,	the	javelin,	running,	and	wrestling.

Penta	means	“five”	in	Greek.

Boxing
Boxing	was	a	popular	sport.	Boxers	usually	didn’t	hit	below	the	belt.
Instead,	 they	aimed	for	 the	head.	Good	boxers	 tried	to	get	 the	other
boxer	to	face	the	sun.	The	light	made	it	harder	to	see.



Pankration
The	pankration	(pan-KRA-tee-on)	was	a	brutal	sport.	The	name	comes
from	a	Greek	word	that	means	“all	power.”
The	pankration	was	a	combination	of	boxing	and	wrestling.	 There

were	not	many	rules.	Boxers	could	pull	hair	and	kick.	They	could	put
choke	holds	on	each	other	and	punch.

Athletes	sometimes	shaved	their	heads	so	their	hair	wouldn’t	get	pulled.

Athletes	 sometimes	 died	 in	 this	 event!	 The	match	was	 over	when
one	fighter	was	too	hurt	or	tired	to	continue.

Horse	Racing
There	were	also	horse–racing	events	at	the	Olympics.	Crowds	watched
the	races	at	a	track	called	the	hippodrome	(HIP–poe-drome).	Hippos	 is
the	Greek	word	for	“horse.”
Some	 races	 were	 for	 horseback	 riders.	 Others	 were	 for	 chariots



pulled	by	teams	of	two	or	four	horses	or	mules.	Chariots	were	wooden
carts	driven	by	one	man.

The	riders	rode	without	saddles	or	stirrups.

His	job	was	dangerous	…	many	drivers	fell	off!	Not	many	chariots
finished	the	race.

As	many	as	40	chariots	stood	at	the	starting	line!

The	winners	of	the	horse	races	were	not	the	drivers	or	riders.	They
were	 the	 owners.	 Women	 could	 own	 horses.	 This	 was	 the	 only
Olympic	sport	women	could	actually	win!



Closing	Ceremonies
Winners	were	 announced	 after	 each	 event.	 They	 got	 their	 prizes	 on
the	 last	 day	 of	 the	 festival.	 People	 filled	 the	 stadium.	 The	 air	 was
tense	 with	 excitement.	 The	 athletes	 marched	 in,	 decorated	 with
purple	ribbons.
Trumpets	sounded.	Heralds	called	out	the	names	of	the	winners	and
their	 towns.	 The	 judges	 crowned	 each	 man	 with	 a	 simple	 olive
wreath.	The	leaves	came	from	a	special	tree	near	the	temple	of	Zeus.



There	was	a	myth	that	Zeus	himself	had	planted	the	tree.

That	 night,	 there	 were	 feasts	 and	 celebrations.	 The	 next	 day,
everyone	began	the	long	journey	home.
When	 the	winners	 returned	 home,	 they	were	 greeted	 like	 heroes.
They	brought	fame	and	glory	to	their	cities.	They	received	wonderful
gifts.	 Some	 athletes	 had	 statues	 of	 themselves	 placed	 in	 the	 agora.
Others	had	poems	written	 to	 celebrate	 their	 victories.	 Some	athletes
were	given	jobs	and	even	free	meals	for	life!

Milo	of	Croton—the	Wrestler



Milo	of	Croton	won	six	Olympic	victories.
He	was	so	strong,	he	could	bend	nails	between	two	fingers.	It	was
said	that	once	he	even	carried	a	cow	on	his	shoulders!
There’s	a	sad	story	about	Milo’s	death.	One	day,	he	saw	a	tree	in	the
woods	with	 two	 iron	wedges	 in	 it.	Milo	pulled	 the	 tree	apart	 to	get
them.	The	trunk	snapped	back	together,	trapping	his	hands.	He	could
not	escape.	That	night,	wild	beasts	of	the	forest	ate	him	for	dinner!

Diagoras	of	Rhodes—the	Boxer



The	Greeks	thought	Diagoras	(die-uh-GOR-us)	was	the	perfect	athlete.
No	one	else	boxed	with	his	skill,	grace,	or	bravery.
When	 Diagoras	 was	 old,	 he	 visited	 the	 Olympics	 to	 see	 his	 sons

compete.	 Both	 won.	 The	 sons	 lifted	 him	 onto	 their	 shoulders	 and
carried	him	around	the	stadium.
Diagoras	 knew	 his	 life	 was	 complete.	 Bowing	 his	 head,	 he	 died

peacefully	in	their	arms.



After	many	wars,	Greece	lost	its	power.	Other	countries	began	to	rule
the	land.	The	Olympic	Games	were	no	longer	popular.	They	ended	in
AD	393.	The	ancient	Olympic	Games	had	lasted	1,170	years.

Even	 though	 the	 ancient	 Olympics	 ended,	 the	 Olympic	 spirit
remained.	Many	years	later,	people	decided	to	begin	the	Games	again.
The	first	modern	Olympics	took	place	in	Greece	in	1896.
Many	things	are	different	in	the	modern	Olympics.	The	Games	are
no	 longer	 held	 to	 honor	 the	 gods.	 Today	 they	 are	 a	 sporting	 event
only.	 They	 are	 not	 just	 held	 in	 Greece.	 Every	 Olympics,	 a	 different
country	 hosts	 the	Games.	 Athletes	 come	 from	 countries	 all	 over	 the
world.
Today	the	Games	are	not	 just	 for	men	and	boys.	Women	and	girls
play	 a	 big	 part	 in	 the	 Olympics.	 And	 today	 there	 are	 many	 more



games.	There	are	both	summer	and	winter	Olympics.	The	summer	and
winter	Games	are	each	held	every	four	years.
Some	 things,	however,	are	 the	 same.	Athletes	 still	devote	years	 to

training.	 They	 still	 take	 an	 oath	 to	 compete	 fairly	 and	 to	 obey	 the
rules.	 Like	 the	 ancient	Greeks,	 they	 try	 to	be	good	 sports	 and	 to	do
their	best.

Many	events	are	still	like	those	in	the	ancient	Olympics.	While	there
are	no	more	chariots,	 there	are	events	with	horses.	Athletes	still	 run
races	 and	 throw	 the	 javelin	 and	 the	 discus.	 There	 is	 still	 boxing,
wrestling,	and	the	long	jump.	There	is	even	a	pentathlon.



The	 modern	 Olympics	 are	 a	 spectacular	 sight.	 But	 the	 ancient
Olympics	were	 incredible,	 too.	As	 the	 philosopher	Epictetus	 (ep-ick-
TEE-tus)	 wrote	 almost	 2,000	 years	 ago,	 “The	 Olympic	 Games	 are
pretty	uncomfortable.	You	are	scorched	by	the	sun	and	crushed	by	the
crowds.	 You	 get	 soaked	 when	 it	 rains.	 You	 are	 deafened	 by	 the
constant	 noise.	 But	 it’s	 all	worth	 it	 for	 the	 brilliant	 events	 you	will
see.”





There’s	 a	 lot	 more	 you	 can	 learn	 about	 ancient	 Greece	 and	 the
Olympics.	 The	 fun	of	 research	 is	 seeing	how	many	different	 sources
you	can	explore.

Most	libraries	and	bookstores	have	lots	of	books	about	ancient	Greece.

Here	are	some	things	to	remember	when	you’re	using	books	for	research:

1.	You	don’t	have	to	read	the	whole	book.
Check	 the	 table	 of	 contents	 and	 the	 index	 to	 find	 the	 topics	 you’re
interested	in.

2.	Write	down	the	name	of	the	book.
When	 you	 take	 notes,	 make	 sure	 you	 write	 down	 the	 name	 of	 the
book	in	your	notebook	so	you	can	find	it	again.

3.	Never	copy	exactly	from	a	book.
When	 you	 learn	 something	 new	 from	 a	 book,	 put	 it	 in	 your	 own
words.

4.	Make	sure	the	book	is	nonfiction.
Some	 books	 tell	 make-believe	 stories	 about	 life	 in	 ancient	 Greece.
Make-believe	 stories	 are	 called	 fiction.	 They’re	 fun	 to	 read,	 but	 not
good	for	research.
Research	 books	 have	 facts	 and	 tell	 true	 stories.	 They	 are	 called
nonfiction.	A	 librarian	or	 teacher	can	help	you	make	sure	 the	books



you	use	for	research	are	nonfiction.

Here	are	some	good	nonfiction	books	about	ancient	Greece:
•	Ancient	Greece,	a	DK	Eyewitness	Book,	by	Anne	Pearson
•	The	Gods	and	Goddesses	of	Olympus	by	Aliki
•	Science	in	Ancient	Greece	by	Kathlyn	Gay
•	Spend	the	Day	in	Ancient	Greece:	Projects	and	Activities	that	Bring	the
Past	to	Life	by	Linda	Honan

Many	 museums	 have	 exhibits	 about	 ancient	 Greece.	 They	 can	 help
you	learn	more	about	the	ancient	Greeks	and	the	Olympics.

When	you	go	to	a	museum:

1.	Be	sure	to	take	your	notebook!
Write	down	anything	that	catches	your	interest.	Draw	pictures,	too!

2.	Ask	questions.
There	 are	 almost	 always	people	 at	museums	who	 can	help	 you	 find
what	you’re	looking	for.

3.	Check	the	calendar.
Many	museums	have	special	events	and	activities	just	for	kids!

Here	are	some	museums	that	have	exhibits	about	ancient	Greece:
•	Brooklyn	Museum	of	Art	(New	York)
•	J.	Paul	Getty	Museum	(Los	Angeles)
•	Legion	of	Honor,	Fine	Arts	Museums	of	San	Francisco
•	Metropolitan	Museum	of	Art	(New	York)



•	Michael	C.	Carlos	Museum,	Emory	University	(Atlanta)
•	North	Carolina	Museum	of	Art	(Raleigh)
•	University	of	Pennsylvania	Museum	of	Archaeology	and
Anthropology	(Philadelphia)

There	are	some	great	nonfiction	DVDs	about	ancient	Greece.	As	with
books,	make	sure	the	DVDs	you	watch	for	research	are	non-fiction!

Check	your	library	or	video	store	for	these	and	other	nonfiction	titles	about
ancient	Greece:
•	Ancient	Greece,	Lost	Treasures	of	the
Ancient	World	series
from	Kultur	Video

•	5000	Years	of	Magnificent	Wonders:
Ancient	Greece
from	Questar

•	Gods	and	Goddesses
from	The	History	Channel

•	The	Greeks:	Crucible	of	Civilization
from	PBS	Home	Video

Many	 websites	 have	 lots	 of	 facts	 about	 ancient	 Greece	 and	 the



Olympics.	 Some	 also	 have	 games	 and	 activities	 that	 can	 help	make
learning	about	life	in	ancient	Greece	even	more	fun.

Ask	your	teacher	or	your	parents	to	help	you	find	more	websites	like	these:

•	ancientgreece.com
•	ancientgreece.co.uk
•	bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks
•	greece.mrdonn.org
•	historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/index.htm

http://ancientgreece.com
http://ancientgreece.co.uk
http://bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks
http://greece.mrdonn.org
http://historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/index.htm
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Have	you	read	the	adventure	that
matches	up	with	this	book?

Don’t	miss	Magic	Tree	House®	#16

Hour	of	the	Olympics

No	girls	allowed	at	the	Olympic	games!
That’s	the	rule	when	the	magic	tree	house	whisks	Jack	and	Annie
back	to	ancient	Greece.	But	when	Annie	tells	Jack	to	go	to	the	games
without	her,	he	knows	she’s	up	to	something.	Will	Annie	find	a	way	to
see	the	games?	Or	will	she	get	herself—and	Jack—into	Olympic-size

trouble?





If	you	like	Magic	Tree	House®	#46:

Dogs	in	the	Dead	of	Night,
you’ll	love	finding	out	the	facts

behind	the	fiction	in

Magic	Tree	House®
Fact	Tracker

DOG	HEROES

A	nonfiction	companion	to
Dogs	in	the	Dead	of	Night

It’s	Jack	and	Annie’s	very	own	guide	to	dog	heroes!

Available	now!



More	Magic	Tree	House®	Books

		#1:	DINOSAURS	BEFORE	DARK
		#2:	THE	KNIGHT	AT	DAWN
		#3:	MUMMIES	IN	THE	MORNING
		#4:	PIRATES	PAST	NOON
		#5:	NIGHT	OF	THE	NINJAS
		#6:	AFTERNOON	ON	THE	AMAZON
		#7:	SUNSET	OF	THE	SABERTOOTH
		#8:	MIDNIGHT	ON	THE	MOON
		#9:	DOLPHINS	AT	DAYBREAK
#10:	GHOST	TOWN	AT	SUNDOWN
#11:	LIONS	AT	LUNCHTIME
#12:	POLAR	BEARS	PAST	BEDTIME
#13:	VACATION	UNDER	THE	VOLCANO
#14:	DAY	OF	THE	DRAGON	KING
#15:	VIKING	SHIPS	AT	SUNRISE
#16:	HOUR	OF	THE	OLYMPICS
#17:	TONIGHT	ON	THE	TITANIC
#18:	BUFFALO	BEFORE	BREAKFAST
#19:	TIGERS	AT	TWILIGHT
#20:	DINGOES	AT	DINNERTIME
#21:	CIVIL	WAR	ON	SUNDAY
#22:	REVOLUTIONARY	WAR	ON	WEDNESDAY
#23:	TWISTER	ON	TUESDAY
#24:	EARTHQUAKE	IN	THE	EARLY	MORNING
#25:	STAGE	FRIGHT	ON	A	SUMMER	NIGHT
#26:	GOOD	MORNING,	GORILLAS
#27:	THANKSGIVING	ON	THURSDAY
#28:	HIGH	TIDE	IN	HAWAII

Merlin	Missions

#29:	CHRISTMAS	IN	CAMELOT



#30:	HAUNTED	CASTLE	ON	HALLOWS	EVE
#31:	SUMMER	OF	THE	SEA	SERPENT
#32:	WINTER	OF	THE	ICE	WIZARD
#33:	CARNIVAL	AT	CANDLELIGHT
#34:	SEASON	OF	THE	SANDSTORMS
#35:	NIGHT	OF	THE	NEW	MAGICIANS
#36:	BLIZZARD	OF	THE	BLUE	MOON
#37:	DRAGON	OF	THE	RED	DAWN
#38:	MONDAY	WITH	A	MAD	GENIUS
#39:	DARK	DAY	IN	THE	DEEP	SEA
#40:	EVE	OF	THE	EMPEROR	PENGUIN
#41:	MOONLIGHT	ON	THE	MAGIC	FLUTE
#42:	A	GOOD	NIGHT	FOR	GHOSTS
#43:	LEPRECHAUN	IN	LATE	WINTER
#44:	A	GHOST	TALE	FOR	CHRISTMAS	TIME
#45:	A	CRAZY	DAY	WITH	COBRAS
#46:	DOGS	IN	THE	DEAD	OF	NIGHT
#47:	ABE	LINCOLN	AT	LAST!



Magic	Tree	House®	Fact	Trackers

DINOSAURS
KNIGHTS	AND	CASTLES
MUMMIES	AND	PYRAMIDS
PIRATES
RAIN	FORESTS
SPACE
TITANIC
TWISTERS	AND	OTHER	TERRIBLE	STORMS
DOLPHINS	AND	SHARKS
ANCIENT	GREECE	AND	THE	OLYMPICS
AMERICAN	REVOLUTION
SABERTOOTHS	AND	THE	ICE	AGE
PILGRIMS
ANCIENT	ROME	AND	POMPEII
TSUNAMIS	AND	OTHER	NATURAL	DISASTERS
POLAR	BEARS	AND	THE	ARCTIC
SEA	MONSTERS
PENGUINS	AND	ANTARCTICA
LEONARDO	DA	VINCI
GHOSTS
LEPRECHAUNS	AND	IRISH	FOLKLORE
RAGS	AND	RICHES:	KIDS	IN	THE	TIME	OF	CHARLES	DICKENS
SNAKES	AND	OTHER	REPTILES
DOG	HEROES
ABRAHAM	LINCOLN

More	Magic	Tree	House®

GAMES	AND	PUZZLES	FROM	THE	TREE	HOUSE





Mary	Pope	Osborne	and	Natalie	Pope	Boyce	are	 sisters	who
grew	up	on	army	posts	all	over	the	world.	They	are	working	on	more
Magic	 Tree	 House®	 Fact	 Tracker	 books	 to	 give	 readers	 information
about	 the	 places,	 time	 periods,	 and	 animals	 that	 Jack	 and	 Annie
discover	in	their	Magic	Tree	House	adventures.
Mary	 lives	 in	 Connecticut.	Natalie	makes	 her	 home	nearby	 in	 the
Berkshire	Hills	of	Massachusetts.	Mary	is	the	author	of	all	 the	Magic
Tree	House®	fiction	titles,	as	well	as	many	more	books	for	kids.
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